
 

Safety Devices for People with Hearing Loss 
Home and on-the-go alerting tools keep you informed and safe 

 
Examples of home safety devices for people living with hearing loss and who identify as Deaf. 

What are Hearing Loss Safety Devices  
Devices that alert you with lights, vibration, and/or messages 

Many safety devices, including alarms, door knocks, weather warnings, and emergency 
notifications, translate critical sounds and events into visual alerts, vibration, and text 
notifications. The best setup usually combines several layers—home alarms, mobile 
alerts, and wearable notifications—so you’re covered in different rooms and situations. 

Home Safety Coverage—What to Set Up 
Prioritize sleeping areas, escape routes, and whole-home notification 

For most people, with or without hearing loss, the highest-risk time is sleeping. Aim for at 
least one alert plan that can wake you (bed shaker and/or wearable vibration) plus a 
visual alert (strobe) you can see from bed. If you live in a larger home or apartment, 
consider interconnected alarms and repeaters so an alarm in one room triggers alerts 
throughout the home. For renters, many systems use plug-in strobes and wireless 
sensors that don’t require permanent wiring.  
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Core Home Alerting Devices 
Home safety devices can help protect you and your property 

• Smoke/CO alarms with strobe light: High-intensity flashing light can be easier 
to detect—especially when paired with vibration and wearables. 

• Bed shaker systems: A vibrating puck or under-mattress shaker triggered by a 
smoke alarm, CO alarm, or dedicated alert receiver. 

• Doorbell/knock alerts: Flashing lamps, plug-in strobes, or phone notifications 
when someone’s at the door. 

• Phone/text relay alerts: Connected hubs that send SMS/push (text) notifications 
for alarms. This can be very useful when you’re out of the house. 

Mobile & Public Safety Alerts 

Emergency notifications, location-based alerts, and accessible communication 

• Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA) & local apps: Enable government alerts on 
your phone. Consider adding city/county emergency apps for detailed text 
updates concerning storms, fires, evacuation zones. 

• Smartwatch vibration: A watch can provide strong physical alerts for calls, texts, 
and emergency notifications—very helpful when your phone is in a bag or on silent. 

• Accessible 911 options: Set up emergency SOS on your phone/watch and know your 
area’s text-to-911 availability when supported, texting is an alternative to voice calls. 

Choosing & Maintaining a Reliable Setup 
Layer alerts, test regularly, and plan for power/internet outages 

• Use redundancy: Combine strobe + vibration + phone/watch notifications so one 
missed alert doesn’t become a single point of failure. 

• Check connectivity: If you rely on Wi-Fi hubs, confirm what still works during 
internet outages; consider battery-backed devices and local (non-cloud) alerts. 

• Test monthly: Test smoke/CO alarms and verify that strobes, bed shakers, and 
mobile notifications trigger as expected. 

• Plan escape & contacts: Keep a visual/vibration wake-up path, an exit plan, and an 
emergency contact list accessible (including building management if applicable. 

For more information, search alert systems for the deaf and hard of hearing community. 
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